
• Pray prayers of thanks for the 
outstanding work of our con-
tractors and the helpful re-
sponse of our insurance com-
pany. 

• Pray for your brothers and sis-
ters in the church family going 
through difficult times because 
of illness, surgery, loneliness 
and the winter blues. 

• Pray for the process of deter-
mining staff needs for the 
church and the establishing of 
a search committee. 

 
  I’m glad you have this newsletter 
in your hand right now. I hope 
you’ll read it carefully and that 
you’ll pray for the church and help 
its ministries to be blessed. And to 
God be the glory! 

A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR MARK... 

 

  We had our Annual Congrega-
tional Meeting on Sunday evening, 
January 19th. About 60 members 
and a few non-members attended.  
  I want to thank all those who put 
together reports, made presenta-
tions, asked questions, answered 
questions and provided helpful in-
formation. I also want to thank all 
who attended and all who voiced 
opinions. 
  We didn’t agree 100% about eve-
rything. I don’t think anyone ex-
pects we will always agree...I’m 
more concerned that we don’t be-
come “disagreeable”. In the church 
of Jesus Christ, we are called to 
relate to each other as “brothers 
and sisters” and even families 
have their squabbles, but if we’re a 
family it will be evident in our rela-
tionships with each other. 
  In 1 Corinthians 13 we read 
about a very special kind of love 
and relate to each other. It’s a Di-
vine love described in human 
terms. Read it for yourself. Ask 
yourself if that’s the kind of love 

you have for the Lord and for your 
brothers and sisters in the faith. If 
not, confess it and ask the Lord to 
forgive you and to change your heart 
and the attitudes about others that 
come from your heart. 
  I also encourage you to read the 
notes about the meeting in this 
newsletter and all the other articles. 
And speaking of articles, there’s one 
written by John Newton who attends 
Friedens. He wrote an article about 
prayer that I think you’ll find interest-
ing and thought-provoking. (Thanks 
John)    
And the following are some prayer 
requests: 
• We need 2 or 3 people to serve 

as organizers for our Vacation 
Bible School which is held the 
3rd week in June. 

• We need a couple of Sunday 
School  teachers 

• Pray for the Building Committee 
and Council and all the work 
they’re doing to direct the reno-
vation of the church. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARY TO... 
Harriet Ehlers             02/02 

Skip Flack                  02/03 

Michael Rowen            02/04 

Rose Morgan              02/07 

Bill Paape                  02/09 

Nick Kopp                  02/09 

Shelby Brown             02/10 

Alan Schlenvogt          02/11 

Cindy Ansay               02/11   

Sarah Stoeker            02/12 

Dorothy Nielsen          02/13 

Keith Haasch              02/13 

Allison Ansay              02/13 

John Seyfert               02/14 

Ryan DuMez               02/14 

James Breimon            02/15 

Sally Duman               02/16 

Mackenzie Morgan     02/16 

Doris Noster               02/16 

Sue Voll                     02/16 

Annie Eberhardt          02/16 

Deb DuMez                02/16 

Ginny Niesing             02/17 

Alex Kornely              02/19 

Kevin Grady              02/22 

Nathan Brunnquell       02/23 

Edna Guenther            02/25 

Alexandra Kelly         02/25   

 

 
MATT & KARI WANT TO THANK EVERYONE FOR 
THEIR VERY GRACIOUS SEND OFF, WITH A SPE-
CIAL THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HELPED THEM 
MOVE.  THEY WANT TO KEEP IN TOUCH SO HERE 
IS THEIR ADDRESS AND PHONE NUMBER. 
 

 MATT AND KARI MACKELLAR 
1399 10TH STREET NW  APT. 101 

NEW BRIGHTON, MN  55112 
 

651-340-8619 

Bill and Shirley Paape 
        02/09/1999 

Dave & Betty Sather   
        02/12/1966 

Paul & Lisa Kopp        
        02/15/1992 



Annual Meeting Recap 
Sunday evening, January 19th at 6:30 pm.  

• Minutes from several 2002 Congregational Meeting 
were reviewed and approved. 

• The 2002 Treasurer’s Report was presented and ap-
proved. 

• Gary Schlenvogt, Building Committee Chairman re-
ported on progress made since the July 8th 2002 fire. 
The contractor and insurance company have been ex-
tremely cooperative and reliable. Work is on schedule 
to have us back in the sanctuary in time for Easter ser-
vices. He commended the leadership of the pastoral 
staff, Church Council & Elders, the Building Committee 
and other volunteers who have unselfishly worked to 
do the best possible job under very difficult circum-
stances.  

• The 2003 proposed Budget was presented. General 
Fund projections increase by about 5%. Missions, 
Evangelism and Improvement Fund also will see in-
creases in set aside funding. 

• Kevin Grady, Vice-President of the Council presented 
the Council’s proposal to use the Paul & Esther Beer 
life insurance bequest to replace the destroyed sanc-
tuary organ and piano. The remainder, if any, would 
be placed in a fund for future instrument maintenance, 
enhancement or replacement. There was considerable 
discussion concerning the wishes of the Beers who 
had assumed the money would be used to help pur-
chase a traditional pipe organ rather than possibly a 

digital electronic organ that looks like and 
sounds like a traditional pipe organ but at a 
much lower cost. After a paper ballot vote, the 
result was about 75% of those voting agreeing 
with the proposal of the Church Council. 

• A presentation was made concerning the staffing 
needs of the church. An ad-hoc committee, ap-
pointed by the Council, has met several times to 
research and discuss the staff needs of the 
church. The desire is to continue to help the 
church be more effective in the fulfilling of its 
mission. It is the opinion of the ad-hoc committee 
that it would be most beneficial to the ministries 
of the church to have a Senior Pastor and two 
associates. No vote was called for. This topic will 
receive further review and ultimately a congrega-
tional vote in the near future 

• The roster of nominees for Council Elders, Mis-
sions, and Evangelism was unanimously ac-
cepted. Kevin Grady & Gary Mueller were nomi-
nated for Council & Congregation President. A 
paper ballot will be available to members to vote 
on the first Sunday in February. 

• Ray Schwinn, outgoing President, was ap-
plauded for his service to the church. 

• The meeting was closed with prayer about 9:15 
pm. 

BLAZE  
 We want to thank God for Pastor Matt & Kari and pray they will be blessed while they 
follow God’s plan for them.  Your BLAZE leaders are committed to the ministry for the 
youth.  We are very excited about the year ahead,  upcoming events and what God has 
in store for us as a youth group and a church family!  We will let God lead us in our de-

cisions, after all it is His ministry not ours. 
 

If you have any questions feel free to contact any of the leaders. 
Greg Blamer, Doug & Marci Ferrell, Bridget Huston,  

Jesse & Nancy Mueller and Vicki Schuette. 
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 Couples Retreat 

Family Life presents “A Weekend To Remember” Marriage Conference! 

The conferences are coming to our area this spring!                                                             
March 14-16 in Appleton and April 4-6 at the Lincolnshire hotel in Illinois.   

It’s a wonderful time to reconnect with your spouse, build oneness, rekindle romance,                             
inspire commitment. 

“Whether you’re hoping to improve a good marriage or rescue a floundering one, your Weekend to    
Remember won’t be forgotten!”  Dennis Rainey 

More information is in the narthex or check out the Family Life website at  

www.familylife.com 



Church Staffing Needs Evaluation Initial Report... 
 

When Pastor Matt reluctantly announced he and Kari were moving to the Twin Cities, the Church Council decided to 
appoint a temporary ad-hoc committee to discuss the staffing needs of the church and present a proposal to the 
Church Council and Elders and, eventually, the Congregation for a vote. Dave Sather, Vicki Schuette, Tim Sukow and 
Doug Ferrell agreed to serve. Pastor Matt and Pastor Mark acted in an informational and advisory capacity. The com-
mittee met several times evaluating the recent staff job descriptions, the pursuit of the church’s mission, and the most 
effective utilization of staff and volunteers toward the accomplishing of the mission. 

The Mission… 
The mission of Friedens Evangelical Church is to seek out and welcome all in need of spiritual direction, reconcile lives 

to God, and build and equip devoted disciples to serve Christ Jesus. 
 

The following is the ad-hoc committee’s initial proposal based on its evaluation. It outlines a possible staff made up of 
Senior Pastor and two Associate Pastors (each with a specific ministry emphasis). Everyone is asked to read it care-
fully, consider it, envision the possibilities, and pray about it. The Church Council will spend some time evaluating it 
and, when the time is deemed appropriate, call a special Congregational Meeting for discussion and vote. After that, 
the official search process  begins with interviewing . 
 

Proposed Ministry Staff… 
Senior Pastor  (emphasis on worship, preaching, & administration) 
•   Plan and provide primary leadership for worship and preaching. 
•   Provide leadership and administration for the Congregation and its various committees. 
•   Provide spiritual counseling, shut-in, hospital and other visitation as needed. 
•   Coordinate and give oversight to church staff. 
•   Plan and lead special services (funerals, weddings, etc.) within the church family and community. 
•   Develop with others the vision God has for the church and coordinate the implementation of the church’s mission                
•   statement. 
•   Be a visible and effective representative of the church in the greater Port Washington area. 
 
Associate Pastor (emphasis on Assimilation & Discipleship) 
•   Help develop and implement activities that  reach out to the un-churched of the greater Port Washington area. 
•   Coordinate the timely follow-up of people new to Friedens. 
•   Assist in developing and overseeing the adult education mission of the church and its spiritual growth strategies. 
•   Provide leadership development opportunities for lay people. 
•  Assist in the planning and implementing of activities that foster fellowship and relationship building within the    

church. 
•   Serve as a pastor to the church family as needed. 
 
Associate Pastor (emphasis on Children, Youth, & Families) 
• Coordinate a comprehensive strategy of outreach, spiritual growth and fellowship through the various children’s 

and  youth ministries. 
•   Work with and develop partnerships with lay leaders for children’s and youth ministries. 
•   Be the primary leader for the Jr. High—Sr. High school ministries. 
•   Work with children’s Sunday School leaders and children’s club ministry leaders in a supportive role and as their  
•   primary pastoral resource. 
•   Help develop and implement activities that reach out to the un-churched children and youth in the greater Port  
•   Washington area. 
•   Serve as a pastor to the church family as needed. 




